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Draft Minutes 
Regular Meeting 

Connecticut Metropolitan Council of Governments  
Thursday, January 31, 2019 at 10:00 am 

MetroCOG Conference Room Bridgeport, Connecticut 
 

Name Representing 
 
Joseph Ganim, Mayor (Ken Flatto, Proxy) Bridgeport 
Adam Dunsby, First Selectman Easton 
Michael Tetreau, First Selectman, Chairman Fairfield 
Ken Kellogg, First Selectman (conference call) Monroe 
Laura Hoydick, Mayor Stratford 
 
Matthew Fulda, Executive Director MetroCOG 
Colleen Kelleher, Deputy Finance Director MetroCOG 
Patrick Carleton, Deputy Director MetroCOG 
Larry Ciccarelli, Administrative Services Director MetroCOG 
Meghan Sloan, Planning Director MetroCOG 
Lynlisa Jackson-Attaud, Finance Temp MetroCOG 
Deb Denfield, Project Manager, Senior Engineer Fuss & O’Neill 
Ellen Graham, Community Liasion Senator Blumenthal 
Alyssa Israel Fairfield Resident 
Eduardo Miguel Marques, Senior Environmental Analyst Fuss & O’Neill 
Sara Radasci (conference call) CTDOT 
Dan Roach City of Bridgeport 
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Minutes 

 
 
I. Call to Order:  
The meeting was called to order by the chairman, First Selectman Tetreau, at 10:25 AM. 
 
II. Public Participation:   
Ms. Israel, a resident of 679 Rowland Road addressed the Board regarding the Public 
Participation Bylaws. Her testimony is attached to the minutes.  
 
Ms. Israel stated that good public process was important to her and commended the Board for 
developing Public Participation guidelines. She thought the Board’s draft was a good start and 
pointed out a few problematic issues.  
 
The document should be called Public Participation guidelines rather than a By-Law 
amendment. Limiting public comments to the meeting agenda seemed like a type of 
censorship, which Ms. Israel argued is a violation of the First Amendment. Ms. Israel explained 
that she wrote a new set of guidelines for the board’s consideration. For example, rather than 
requiring the public to limit their comment to items listed on the agenda, she recommended 
saying “Please speak to issues within the Board’s Scope.”  
 
Ms. Israel explained that these recommendations were based on the Agency’s Public 
Participation Plan, as well as consultation with Bill Logue (a Quinnipiac University Professor and 
expert in mediation and facilitation) and Stacie Nicole Smith (Managing Director and Senior 
Mediator at the Consensus Building Institute in Boston). Ms. Israel asked the board to consider 
piloting the handout for six months to see if it met the Board’s needs and the desire of the 
public to be heard and acknowledged. Ms. Israel thanked the Board.  
 
III. Approval of Meeting Minutes: 

a. December 12, 2018: Mayor Hoydick made a motion to approve the minutes. The 
motion was seconded by Mr. Flatto. The motion carried unanimously.  

 
IV. Action Items: 

a. Public Participation By-Law Update  
Mr. Fulda explained the update to the by-laws. First Selectman Kellogg provided 
information from the Monroe Town Council public participation policy.  Mayor 
Hoydick made a motion to open the item for discussion, Mr. Flatto seconded the 
motion. 
 
There was discussion by Mayor Hoydick that written comments and statements are 
always welcomed and would be provided to all Board Members. 
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Mayor Hoydick made a motion, which Mr. Flatto seconded, to amend the language 
in item 4 of the by-law update.  Mayor Hoydick referenced the testimony of Ms. 
Israel to amend item 4 as follows, “Written comments or statements on any topic 
within the purview of the body are always welcome and will be provided to all 
MetroCOG Board members.”  
 
Mr. Flatto made a motion to discuss items in the bylaw update, which Mayor 
Hoydick seconded.  
 
Mr. Flatto explained that it was the discretion of the chair to reduce time if there 
were lots of people but he was not sure about limiting it. He asked for a hybrid 
approach to be considered. 
 
Mayor Hoydick explained that leaving a meeting open-ended was difficult, since 
board member’s schedules are limited during the day. She explained the purpose 
behind item 4.  
 
First Selectman Tetreau agreed with Mayor Hoydick. He appreciated her 
amendment so that meeting items would be kept within the purview of the Board. 
To properly listen to the public, their item of discussion should be known ahead of 
time. In addition, if the member of the public knows that their item is on agenda, 
and can’t make the meeting, they can request that it gets moved to a later agenda. 
By having the item on the agenda, a balanced discussion, with multiple perspectives 
can be ensured.  
 
Mr. Flatto withdrew his motion, Mayor Hoydick withdrew the second.  
 
The motion to amended language to Item 4 of the by-law update was on the table.  
The motion carried unanimously.  
 
The Public Participation by-law update, as amended, was on the table.  The motion 
carried unanimously. 
 

b. FY 2019 MetroCOG Legislative Agenda 
Mr. Fulda explained the draft Legislative Agenda. Mayor Hoydick made a motion to 
open the item up for discussion, First Selectman Dunsby seconded the motion. 
 
Mr. Flatto asked the best approach for having the Board consider a letter of support 
regarding the casino expansion.  
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Mayor Hoydick commented that they have not discussed this item as a group. She 
suggested a letter of support for the casino should be an item on a future agenda.  
 
First Selectman Dunsby inquired about what would happen after the agenda was 
approved. Mr. Fulda explained that once the document was finalized and upon a 
review of the Board, the agenda would be distributed to the region’s legislative 
delegation.  
 
Discussion ensued about other items that should be added, and what items were of 
regional, rather than municipal concerns. 
 
After Mr. Fulda explained that item #2 (municipal aid) was included last year, and 
that cuts to municipal aid often had a cascading effect on the region.  
 
First Selectman Kellogg suggested that item #2 be amended to include stronger 
language, rather than “Reduce the proposed cuts in municipal aid which will have 
significant and direct effects on the services provided by each municipality in the 
region.” 
 
First Selectman Tetreau made a motion to amend item #2 to read “Oppose 
reductions in municipal aid which will have significant and direct effects on the 
services provided by each municipality in the region, especially as reductions often 
come after municipal budgets are passed and mil rates are set by municipalities 
which produce extreme hardships.  Any adjustments to municipal aid should come 
before municipalities set their mil rate.” First Selectman Kellogg seconded the 
motion. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
First Selectman Dunsby made a motion to discuss the casino item in the context of 
the legislative agenda but withdrew his motion after members suggested that the 
item be added to the February meeting agenda. 
 
Mayor Hoydick requested that Mr. Fulda also send the legislative agenda to the 
majority and minority leadership, Governor, DOT Commissioner, OPM Secretary and 
CCM Executive Director.   
 
The Legislative Agenda, as amended, was on the table.  The motion carried 
unanimously.    

 
VI Other Business: 

a. Financials 
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Mr. Ciccarelli explained the financials. The cumulative amount spent versus the 
budget is under 50 percent. $675,000 has been added for two planning studies 
(LOTCIP).  
 
Due to changes in the agency’s accounting methodology, Mr. Ciccarelli was planning 
to investigate if there was any unencumbered funds in the Milford Bank account. 
Mr. Ciccarelli continued that he would provide evidence to the auditor and give the 
Board an update. The Board discussed grant funding versus unencumbered funds, 
next steps and the primary bank (Peoples).  
 

b. Executive Director Update on MetroCOG Activities: 
i. Hazard Mitigation Plan update: 

Mr. Carleton provided an update of the NHMP process. Almost all municipal 
staff had been met with and a public information session will be held in 
March. Mr. Fulda will reach out to the CEOs individually to discuss further 
public outreach. 

 
ii. County Equivalency update: 

Mr. Fulda noted that the delegation requested the information provided to 
the board. Mayor Hoydick inquired if Representative McCarthy-Vahey had 
put this on the Planning and Development agenda, and Mr. Fulda confirmed 
that it was on the agenda.  

 
iii. MetroCOG staffing update: 

Mr. Fulda introduced Ms. Jackson-Attaud. Mr. Fulda, the Board and meeting 
attendees congratulated Ms. Kelleher. 
 
Mr. Fulda announced that Mr. George Obeng was leaving for another 
position. A job description for a Regional Planner has been posted to the APA 
sites and the MetroCOG website. He hoped to fill the position as quickly as 
possible. 
 

c. Next Meeting Dates: 
First Selectman Dunsby clarified that there were COG meetings scheduled for 
January and February. 

 
 
VIII. Adjourn 
At 11:29, First Selectman Dunsby made a motion to adjourn and was seconded Mr. Flatto. The 
motion carried unanimously. 
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First Selectman Adam Dunsby 
MetroCOG Secretary  
















